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Excerpts
Article 973

Contracts concerning relations in navigation are governed by the law chosen by the parties.

Article 974

As an exception from the provision in Article 973 of this Code, this Code is applicable to contracts for the employment of ships:

(1) in the case if the operator's liability for damage to, shortage or loss of cargo, regulated by provisions of this Code, the application of which cannot be excluded by agreement of the contracting parties, if the port of  loading or that of destination is in the Republic of Croatia;

(2) when the passenger would be put in a vorse position by applying the provisions of another law than by applying the provisions of this Code.

Article 975

1. If it impossible to apply the law chosen by the parties to the contract for the employment of ships, either to the whole contract or to some relationship deriving from the contract, or if the parties have not explicitly chosen the applicable law, and their intention as to the law to be applied cannot be ascertained even from the circumstances of the case, the contract or the contractual relationship in general is governed by the law which it is most closely connected.
2. If it is impossible to ascertain the law which is most closely connected with contracts for the employment of ships, the following apply:

(1) the law of the place where the contract was concluded – to the main rights and obligations of contracting parties;

(2) the operator's national law – if the contract for carriage of passengers or goods is concluded on the basis of the general terms established in advance by the operator;

(3) provisions of this Code – to the contract of towage.

3. To the manner of performance of collateral rights and obligations of the contracting parties (the manner of loading and delivering of cargo, the computation of lay time and demurage time, the manner of paying freight, and similar), in cases mentioned in paragraph 2 of this Article the law of the place where those acts have been performed, or where they should have been performed, applies.

